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Dear Parents,

This year, we are blessed to have Hannukah and Advent begin on the same 
day. I feel this is a blessing because the story of Hannukah draws us into 
the spirit of Advent. 

After Alexander the Great died, his empire was divided among his 
companions, and while Alexander had respected the Jewish faith, King 
Antiochus Epiphanes did not. In 168 BC, Antiochus outlawed Judaism 
and desecrated the temple, promoting idol worship instead. A family by 
the name Maccabee took exception to this and thus began the Maccabean 
Revolt, which can be read about in the book of Maccabees in the Old 
Testament. After retaking Jerusalem, the Maccabees rededicated (hannukah 
means “dedication” in Hebrew) the temple, relighting the eternal flame in 
the sanctuary. As the story goes, when they came to relight the lamp, they 
discovered that there was only enough oil for one day, but, miraculously, it 
burned for eight days.

Advent comes from the Latin adventus, which means “arrival” or “a 
coming,” but it also carried a particular sense of anticipation, and often 
it was used to communicate that someone or something important 
was coming or had come. The liturgical color of Advent is, of course, 
purple, and as your children who have been in the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd will tell you, “purple is for preparation.” This season of 
preparation for the coming of the Lord into our hearts and for his Second 
Coming begs the question: how are we preparing? 

Often we hear that we should take the money we could have spent on 
something that is not important and give that money to the poor. I think 
this is a fantastic idea, and while it may help us grow in virtue, it does little 
to connect us with the Lord. In a similar vein, consider taking the time 
(or at least some of the time) that you would have spent to do something 
meaningless like gaming, watching TV or YouTube, etc. and dedicate that 
time to prayer, holy reading, or good deeds. Or, perhaps at least watch 
videos on matters of the faith.

So how does all of this connect Hannukah and Advent? Advent is a time 
when we are called to reignite our life in the Holy Spirit, to burn all the more 
brightly, not to decline after Christmas but to burn brighter each and every 
year. I recently learned that Pope St. John Paul the Great regularly employed 
a short phrase. He would say, “Be more!,” urging people to growth in 
holiness. Just as the Hannukah candle burned longer and, by the grace of 
God, it was “more” than it should have been by nature, so let God act in you 
this Advent. “Be more” for the sake of your soul, and rededicate yourself to 
responding to the universal call to holiness. 

May the flame of the Holy Spirit burn brighter in your hearts and in your 
homes.

Mr. Rea

Calendar
Dec 3-7 Coat Drive Week
Dec 6 SLCC Visit
Dec 10 Lower School Christmas Play, 

JPG Gym 6:00 p.m. 
Dec 11 LA Tech Visit
Dec 13 Headmaster’s Challenge Shirt 

Day
Dec 18 Lunch Orders Due
Dec 19-
21

All School - Noon Dismissal, 
NO Aftercare
Upper School Exams

Dec 20 Totus Tuus Thursday
Dec 21 Festive Christmas Sweater 

Day
Second Academic Quarter 
Ends

Dec 24-
Jan 4

NO SCHOOL, Christmas 
Break

Jan 7 NO SCHOOL, Faculty 
Development

Jan 8 Classes Resume
Jan 14-
19

March For Life, Washington 
DC

Jan 23 PSAT 8/9th grade

   From the Headmaster

Congratulations to Fr. Patrick Broussard for 
winning the People’s Choice Gumbo Award

at the 6th Annual Collarnary Cook Off!
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Christmas Play
As Advent approaches, and 
we begin to prepare our 
hearts for our Savior and 
King, John Paul the Great 
Academy would like to 
extend to you an invitation 
to its Annual Lower School Christmas Play. The 
presentation will be held on the evening of 
Monday, December 10 beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Blessed Frassati Gymnasium at JPG. 

Festive Christmas Sweater Day
To bring in the holiday 
cheer, students 
may wear a festive 
holiday sweater or t-shirt 
with uniform bottoms on 
Friday, December 21.
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We now have 14 vacant hours (E) in our
Adoration Chapel. To become a committed adorer or to fill an 

hour temporarily contact Maureen Herrera at 
mherrera@jpgacademy.org

St.  Nicholas Faculty & Staff 
Gift Fund
In an effort to show our gratitude and appreciation 
for our faculty and staff, a gift fund will be set up 
again this year in which we can join funds together, 
so each teacher and staff member gets a nice 
gift of appreciation. There is NO obligation to 
participate, and NO amount is too small. Our 
teachers also appreciate any homemade gifts 
and cards, as we do not want this fund drive to 
discourage such thoughtful expressions of gratitude. 
More importantly, we ask you to please join us in 
giving our teachers and staff an eternal gift in the 
form of a spiritual bouquet (prayers, sacrifices, holy 
hour, mass offerings, novenas, etc.).

Monetary Donations: Send your gift to the front 
office in a sealed envelope labeled “PTO Christmas” 
on or before Monday, December 17. Make check 
payable to “JPG Teacher Fund”, which is tax 
deductible. Corporate donations encouraged also!

Spiritual Gifts: Contact Ashley Anderson 
(ashleyanderson77@yahoo.com or text 469-261-
7757) if you would like to offer a spiritual bouquet 
for a specific teacher or staff member. 

PTO CORNER

PTO Hamburger Drive
All proceeds go towards 
Christmas Fund. You may 
pre-order a hamburger and 
bag of chips for $6 via the 
order form in the Weekly 
Reminders email. Orders are due by Friday, 
December 7. Orders will be ready for pick-up on 
Monday, December 10 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. (right 
before the Lower School Christmas Play). The 
sophomore class will be selling drinks for $1 to 
benefit their Rome Pilgrimage. 

December Servant leader
This month we highlight Ms. Chassidy 
Menard as the December Servant 
Leader. Ms. Menard has selflessly 
served our Speech & Debate team, 
giving up weekends and afternoons. 
As one of the team’s first competitors, 
she has witnessed the evolution of the 
program firsthand. Ms. Menard has shaped JPG Speech 
& Debate into the thriving and enriching program that it 
is today. 

“Ms. Menard is a great leader. She is both feared and 
loved. I am so grateful for her influence and example in 
my life.” - Hope Lewis, Senior
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Speech & Debate

The Guardian Speech & Debate team 
is having a very successful season. 
Congratulations to the following 

students on their achievements and to 
the entire team for all their hard work 

this season!

TCH Tournament
Hope Lewis - 1st Congressional Debate, 1st 
Advanced Impromptu, 4th Senior Extemporaneous 
Speaking
Aaron WIlliams - 1st Novice Lincoln Douglas Debate

David Thibodeaux Tournament
2nd Overall in Sweepstakes
Hope Lewis - 1st Impromptu, 1st Extemporaneous 
Speaking
Isaac Friddell - 3rd Extemporaneous Speaking

Southside Tournament
Hope Lewis - 1st Impromptu, 2nd Extemporaneous 
Speaking, 1st Public Forum, Forensics Award
Joseph Kosnosky - 1st Public Forum
Ava LeJeune - 1st Novice Lincoln Douglas Debate

Abbeville High Tournament
Hope Lewis - 1st Congressional Debate, 1st Senior 
Impromptu, 2nd Senior Extemporaneous Speaking, 
Forensics Award
Kate Schexnailder - 3rd Junior Impromptu 
Emma Gossen - 3rd Junior Extemporaneous Speaking

Comeaux High Tournament
Dominic Marcantel - 2nd Senior Extemporaneous 
Speaking
Anna Sonnier - Finalist Senior Extemporaneous Speaking
Hope Lewis - 1st Congressional Debate
Ava LeJeune - 3rd Congressional Debate


